
110. Still Life in Studio 
Louis-Jacques-Mande Daguerre. 1837 C.E. Daguerreotype 
 

 
 https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/early-

photography/v/early-photography-daguerreotypes  
 Footnote at Wikipedia: 

o This well-known image, now badly effaced by an attempt to clean it, is in the 
collection of the Société française de photographie. That institution's 
inventory of works by or about Daguerre (item 1) gives it the title Intérieur 
d'un cabinet de curiosité (Interior of a cabinet of curiosities), describes it as a 
whole-plate daguerreotype in a contemporary frame, states that it was 
acquired in 1897, came from the collection of de Cailleux (presumably, the 
late Alphonse de Cailleux, deputy director and then general director of the 
Louvre from 1836 to 1848), is annotated "Daguerre 1837" below, and on the 
back, in Daguerre's handwriting, bears the dedication "Epreuve ayant servi à 
constater la découverte du Daguerréotype, offerte à Monsieur de Cailleux par 
son [très] dévoué serviteur" [signed "Daguerre"] (Proof having served to 
verify the discovery of Daguerreotype, offered to Monsieur de Cailleux by his 
very devoted servant Daguerre). There is apparently no other documentary 
basis which might support statements found in many sources that it is the 
"first" or "first successful" or "first completely processed" daguerreotype, or 
that it was presented to de Cailleux at the Louvre in 1837 rather than at an 
unknown location and date after the 1839 unveiling of the process. According 
to the 1884 catalogue of one French museum, a framed set of three plates 
presented by Daguerre to François Arago bore an identically worded 
dedication. They were among the plates put on display to a French 
government body in July 1839 when it was deciding on the award of a 
pension to Daguerre in exchange for the still-secret details of his process. 

 The name "daguerreotype" correctly refers only to one very specific image 
type and medium, the product of a process that was in wide use only from the 
early 1840s to the late 1850s. 

 first publicly announced photographic process, and for nearly twenty years, it 
was the one most commonly used 

 process: 
o To make a daguerreotype, the daguerreotypist polished a sheet of 

silver-plated copper to a mirror finish; treated it with fumes that made its 
surface light-sensitive; exposed it in a camera for as long as was 
judged to be necessary, which could be as little as a few seconds for 
brightly sunlit subjects or much longer with less intense lighting; made 
the resulting latent image on it visible by fuming it with mercury vapor; 
removed its sensitivity to light by liquid chemical treatment; rinsed and 
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dried it; then sealed the easily marred result behind glass in a protective 
enclosure 

*  


